
 
 Administrative Offices 240 Denton Place, Roosevelt, NY 11575, Tel:  516.345.7001 Fax: 516.345.7326 

 
 
 

Board of Education Superintendent of Schools 
Charlena H. Croutch, President                                                    Dr. Deborah L. Wortham 
Rose Gietschier, 1st Vice-President 
Susan E. Gooding, 2nd Vice-President 
Belinda Monroe, Trustee  
Emily Moore, Trustee 
 

Our Mission: To Educate the Whole Child to Excel, thereby Ensuring Achievement for ALL. 
 

 
October 1, 2020 

Dear Roosevelt Community, 
 
Recently, the Roosevelt Union Free School District Board of Education became aware of information 
regarding mold at Roosevelt Middle School and Roosevelt High School. While this issue is complicated, we 
would like to inform the community that there is presently no mold danger at any of our facilities. The 
health and safety of our students, staff and community is and will always be Roosevelt School District’s 
foremost priority. 
 
It is true—as the Board of Education and District leadership communicated to staff earlier in September—
that trace (small) amounts of mold were discovered in the music wing and a few classrooms of Roosevelt 
Middle School as is not uncommon in buildings in this area, especially after the prolonged power outages 
our buildings experienced following tropical Storm Isais.  
 
Immediately, the District engaged its environmental consultant, J.C. Broderick & Associates, Inc. to 
conduct a thorough inspection and remediation of the school building. After a follow-up inspection, it was 
confirmed that the traces of mold were isolated to the select rooms where it was identified and had been 
fully remediated. The District also had tests conducted at all of our other school buildings and the results 
confirmed no evidence of mold growth in any of the school buildings within the District as of September 
25, 2020.  In addition, out of an abundance of caution, the district also removed any previously stained or 
damp ceiling tiles (none of which tested positive for mold) and any desks and chairs that were in the 
identified rooms at the middle school.  
 
The last several months have seen major upgrades in our facilities and our District’s health and safety 
features. The Roosevelt School District Board of Education and central administration have worked with 
the Nassau BOCES executive manager of Health and Safety, Peter LaDuca, to consistently monitor our 
school buildings and implement cleaning procedures to ensure our buildings meet each and every 
guideline laid out by the Department of Health.  
 
Assistant Superintendent for Business, Michael Goldberg has led the replacement and repairing of all 
HVAC systems in each of our buildings to ensure proper ventilation, and the District has also hired a new 
facilities director with a wealth of experience to manage upkeep throughout the year. Work is still 
underway in the music wing at Roosevelt High School to further upgrade the HVAC system, and that work 
should be completed prior to students coming into the building on October 19, 2020.  

“Higher Expectations for ALL Learners” 
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COVID-19 has had a tremendous impact on our community. It is up to us to all come together and rise up 
as we move forward with reopening our schools and resuming in-person instruction responsibly and 
safely. Though this school year looks different than years past, the Roosevelt Union Free School District 
Board of Education and central administration’s commitment to excellence is unyielding. We are 
dedicated to facilitating the strong educational environment that our community expects and deserves. 
That starts with making sure our school buildings are clean and all of our facilities are working properly.  
 
We are confident in the systems we have put in place and the teams we have working with us. Our focus 
is to communicate with the community we serve, answer your questions and keep you updated as new 
systems are implemented. It is vital that everyone moves forward together. We are one. We are proud. 
We are Rising. We are Roosevelt.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Roosevelt Union Free School District Board of Education 
 


